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JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM (JJS): EVERYBODY IS INVITED

Everybody knows that JJS functions to provide justice to juveniles, but very few know that it also
safeguards the future of humanity. In its absence. childrern in confiict with law would be dealt with at
par with adults. For several reasons, in such a situation, there would be /ittle or no hope of their
returning to the folds of soclety. It is gratifying to note that many forward-looking nations have
separate laws, police, courts and corrections for children who happen to violate sorme substantive or
procedural law. So is however not always the case with those in need of care and protection. Among
the NGOs responding to this need, Prayas Institute of Juvenile Justice stands out.

Street children, esp. girls, face imminent physical and
moral danger. For street children Prayas has set up
Shelter and Children Homes. For working children
and rag-picking children, it has started Jan Shikshan
Sansthan or vocational training centers. To improve
the health status of slum children, it has Prayas
(Mobile) Health Service. To cope with emergencies, it
offers toll-free telephone service, ChildLine. While |
these services have rendered useful services, these
taken together barely manage to touch the fringe of the
problem. To underwrite the future of needy children
and of society. we need marny miore consclentious M. Kapil Dev, Grand Ambassador of Prayas Children
citizens and NGOs to join hands and rmind.

Prayas is a humanitarian, gender-sensitive and child-focused development organization with a vision to restore the lost
childhood of children in need of care , protection and development. We reach out to thousands of hapless street and
destitute children everyday. These children live and grow on the streets unprotected and unsheltered. Prayas believes
that the basic needs and rights of a child are synonmous. Every child needs and has the right to adequate food, clothing,
shelter, education, recreation, medical facilities, love and care. Prayas strives o restore childhood to every marginalised
child. Established in 1988 with 25 children in Jahangirpuri, Prayas today runs 52 alternative education centres al over
Delhi. Activities and programmes run by Prayas include Alternative Education, Nutrition, Vocational Training, Placement
. Shelter Homes, Recreation, Health Services and Free Telephone Helpline called Childline. The target groups of such
programs are disadvantaged children who are fighting their daily battle for survival as ragpickers, shoe-shine boys,
vegetable vendors and domestic help. Prayas has also opened a Shelter Home at Motihari, Bihar & assisted police to
open Juvenile police units at Samastipur, Nalanda & Motihari. Prayas has been working in 36 villages in Bhachau Taluka,
Gujarat addressing issues of education, liviihood and women's empowerment.
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Prayas - From Darkness to Light

Prayas is a humanitarian, child-focused development organization with a vision to restore the lost
childhood of children in need of care, development. We reach out to thousands of hapless street
and destitute children everyday. These children live and grow on the streets unprotected and
unsheltered. Prayas believes that the basic needs and rights of a child are synonymous. Every
child needs and has the right to adequate food, clothing, shelter, education, recreation, medical
facilities, love and care. Prayas strives to restore childhood to every marginalized child.
Established in 1988 with 25 children in Jahangirpuri, Prayas today runs 52 alternative education
centers al over Delhi. Activities and programmers run by Prayas include Alternative Education,
Nutrition, Vocational Training, Placement , Shelter Homes, Recreation, Health Services and Free
Telephone Helpline called Child line. The target groups of such programs are disadvantaged
children who are fighting their daily battle for survival as ragpickers, shoe-shine boys, vegetable
vendors and domestic help. Prayas has also opened a Shelter Home at Motihari, Bihar &
assisted police to open Juvenile police units at Samastipur, Nalanda & Motihari. Prayas has been
working~ in 36 villages in Bhachau Taluka, Gujarat addressing~ issues of education, livelihood
and women's empowerment.



